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Colporteur Taguchi, himself a former sea captain, distribute 
tures in the harbor at Kobe, Japan (see page 39) 


Christ’s Minister Among Service Men 


The Methodist Bishop of Indiana reports on the high place which the Chaplain holds 
today among our Fighting Men in Japan and Korea 


BY RICHARD CG. RAINES 


URING the last thirty years the place and function of 
D the chaplain have been worked out by dint of con- 
secrated thought and effort. The chaplain is no longer a 
flunky, a commissioned errand-boy set to do the odd jobs. 
The status and relationship of the chaplain to his com- 
manding officer, his fellow officers, the noncommissioned 
officers and service men are well defined, known and ac- 
cepted. He has rights and responsibilities. 

The chaplain has a unique opportunity toserve the more 
than 3,000,000 young men who are away from home be- 
ing trained and disciplined, that is, educated, and who will 
be the Church of tomorrow. In fully fifty percent of the 
men’s lives the chaplain may be the only touch the Church 
will have. Medicine, entertainment, industry, newspapers 
and magazines minister to and often tempt him. Shall the 
Church have no witness, no guidance or friendship or 
inspiration to offer him? If the Church fails to send enough 
of its ablest young men as chaplains to serve with com- 
manding effectiveness and vivid witness, it will waste one 
of its major opportunities. 

The chaplain has unique opportunities for group and 
personal evangelism. Bibles, Testaments and Portions are 
readily available to implement his work. There is no ques- 
tion but that the chaplains are well informed as to how to 
secure Scriptures for the men in Korea and that such 
Scriptures are available in adequate amounts. Men away 
from home are lonely, insecure and more than normally 
open to friendship. Often the problem which a man 
brings to a chaplain leads to the deepest problem—man’s 
relation to Christ; and in many hundreds of instances each 
year, service men are won to Christ, baptized and received 
into the Church of their choice. This fact is then reported 
to the United States pastors involved. 

The chaplain is often like another missionary and works 
in closest fellowship with the missionaries. For the chap- 
lain in Japan and Korea the American Bible Society sup- 
plies Scriptures in the languages of the people, which the 
chaplain may use, just as a missionary would, for distribu- 
tion to civilians. In this ministry the chaplains often work 
closely with the GI’s. They have seen the desperate need, 
the hunger and cold, the orphans by the thousands, and 
have organized the natural sympathy and generosity of the 
American service men. Hundreds of thousands of dollars 
have been given by our GI’s under the inspiration and 
organization of the chaplains to bring Christmas to thou- 
sands of children, to start orphanages, build or rebuild 
schools and churches without regard for denomination. 

The service rendered by the chaplains in the battle areas 
is exceedingly important. When young men know they 
face possible death or being maimed, perhaps for the first 
time in their lives they are thinking seriously about the 
meaning of life, and in such a mood are willing and often 
eager to read the New Testament offered them by their 
chaplain. If they respect the chaplain as a man, they 


naturally turn to him. He is the man who is wiser, moi 
experienced, more certain about these things. 

The chaplain holds communion service, prays with an 
talks to the men, sometimes goes a way with the men wh 
go on patrol duty. The chaplain’s place of duty durin 
battle is the forward aid station, where the wounded com 
or are carried first for medical attention. Many men_ar 


The Korean pastor seen here with U. S. Chaplain Harold ~ 
Voelkel at his side ministers to a wounded soldier. This 
pastor was recruited from the POW inclosure where the . 
picture was taken o j 
likely to be frantic inside—with the fear they are maimed 
or wounded so seriously as not to live. The very presenet 
of the chaplain is a great comfort. He usually has time fo 
a few moments of personal attention for each man—re 
assures him, sometimes prays with him, takes on himself 
or makes note of, any request made; explains what. lie: 
ahead in the trip to the collecting station and the helicop 
ter ride to the Mobile Army Surgical Hospital. Above all 
the Word of God, which the chaplain reads to him then 
comes with a sense of assurance and authority that we 
who have not faced death so starkly have never known 
It will be a comfort to every parent to know that a chap 
lain is near at hand and available at every stage ofa oa 
military career. When the man is drafted, a chaplain is at 
the camp to which he reports and will probably give ad: 
vice in a lecture as to the new life he enters, its dangers ane 
opportunities. When a man is sent overseas, there is ¢ 
chaplain on board ship. When he lands and is assigned t 
a unit, the chaplain is there. If he gets into trouble and i 
put in jail, his chaplain is notified and visits him. If he i 
sick and hospitalized, his chaplain is notified. If he goes te 
the battle front, a chaplain will be with him. If wounded 
a chaplain will comfort and help him. Whatever a boy’ 
need or problem, a chaplain is on hand, armed with th 
sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God—the minis 
ter of Christ among our service men. 
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The Bible and Asia’s High Resolve 


; : | 
JHE most frequently used word to describe Asia to- 


I day is the word “revolution.” The word is re- 
seived with considerable alarm here in spite of its dis- 
inguished heritage in American history. Somehow 
the forces of despotism and tyranny have snatched 
the word for their use and given it a connotation of 
sruel violence and bloodshed. A better word, there- 
ore, with which to describe the powerful surge of 
modern Asia is ‘“‘resolution.”’ It is a better word be- 
cause it is both less inflammatory and more de- 
scriptive of what the visitor to Asia today finds every- 
where. The watchword from the China Sea to the 

Mediterranean is ‘‘freedom,”’ and there is a firm re- 
solve that Asia shall be free from her historic bond- 
age. a 
_ Bondage to Ignorance. Among the high and low alike, 
there is an almost fierce determination to be free from 
the age-long shackle of illiteracy. Enough of her peo- 
ple have learned to read in recent years so that Asia 
now knows something of the excitement that comes 
from the ability to read the printed page. 

_ Bondage to Illness. Second only to her determina- 
tion to be free from ignorance is Asia’s resolve to be 
free from disease. For too long too much of her life 
has been crushed by the loathsome claws of plague 
and disease. Too many of her babies have died in 
infancy; too many of her youth have been crippled 
by poverty and famine; too few of her adults have 
known the abundant life. 

- Bondage to Iniquity. The best minds of Asia are fully 

aware that her deepest problem is moral and spiritu- 
al, and they are struggling to free her from the appal- 
ling effects of evil upon man and society. Even the 
non-Christian religions are trying to raise the moral 
standards of the people. At best most of these at- 
tempts are but dim echoes of tHe Christian call to re- 
pentance. 
It is to this seething continent that the Bible is 
now speaking with fresh and startling relevance, for 
it must be remembered that the Bible originally was 
not a Western book at all, but came to the West from 
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Asia itself. And it is as a book of the East that it is 
now speaking to the multitudes in the East. 

For Its Ignorance the Bible offers Asia “‘the knowl- 
edge of the glorious Gospel of Our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ.” This knowledge answers for the first 
time the perplexing questions of antiquity that have 
been haunting the minds of Asia’s people: questions 
as to the origin of life, the meaning of existence and 
the ultimate destiny of things. ‘The Bible presents an 
answer to these—an account of creation, a plan of 
redemption and a promise of eternal salvation which 
meets man’s deepest need. Moreover, in a very 
literal sense the Bible is meeting Asia’s desire for en- 
lightenment by providing millions of new literates 
with their first textbook in their own language. 

For Its Physical Ills the Bible offers Asia not only 
the devoted medical missionary, who continually re- 
ceives his inspiration from the Great Physician de- 
picted on its pages, but also provides a new and 
redemptive interpretation of the human body itself. 
For the Bible says to Asia, many of whose ills are 
due to her own excesses and abuses, that the body 
is not a thing to be indulged (as her sensualists say) 
nor a thing to be suppressed (as her ascetics say), but 
it is an instrument to be used to the glory of God. 
“Know ye not that your body is the temple of the 
Holy Spirit?” 

For Its Iniquity the Bible offers Asia a way—the 
only way—of salvation. The Bible gives to Asia not 
only another guide to right living—and the highest 
guide it has ever known—but for the first time 
provides its bewildered people with the redemptive 
power to achieve the moral and ethical reforms 
which they are seeking. Asia has had a distinguished 
tradition of great moral leaders with lofty ethical 
precepts, but it has never had a Saviour who could 
make its people really free. To her tortured mil- 
lions, having lived too long in the shadow of death, 
the Bible brings the message of a Saviour who says, 
“T am come that you might have life, and’. . . have 
it more abundantly.” ; 
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How Koreans Love Their Bibles! 


A Korean Pastor’s Wife tells her story in such a way that the reader can almost feel the panic 
that tortured her soul as she struggled to maintain her faith 


MOVED to Sam Chun Po from Pusan on roth of 

July, 1950. The Communist army began to surge 
into the town the seventh day after I settled there. 
The townspeople did not know what to do. Some of 
them ran into the mountains and some of them 
rushed to the seashore to get a boat to some other 
place. They were so busy saving their own lives that 
some of them did not know whether their parents or 
brothers or sisters were missing or not. I also ran out 
of the town, thinking to save my life. I went to the 
seashore and crossed to a small island. I believed 
that the Communist army would not invade this 
small island, but alas, they went there also! 

On the island high mountain peaks soared up 
gloomily. How could I escape from fate? I had no al- 
ternative but await for the time when I might be 
caught by my enemies. I realized that my sin was 
that I had departed from God too often. Asking Him 
His forgiveness, I ran up into the mountain, carrying 
my three-months-old baby on my back. 

Besides my baby I also carried a bag, on my head, 
containing about five pounds of rice and my precious 
Bible. I climbed up a mountain peak. While climb- 
ing, a thought came into my mind: If I should be 
caught and the Bible found on me, what would be my 
fate? This thought tortured me much more seriously 
than the possibility of an early death. I reached the 
summit without accident. I believe I achieved this 
under the protection of my Lord. 

When I started to descend the mountain, it was 
drizzling. My destination was the valley at the foot 
of the mountain. It was dusk. The path was slippery. 
I stumbled and got up. I stumbled again and rose 
up again. I did not know where I was going. I re- 
bound the cloth band that tied my baby to my back 
and threw away the Bible, which was in the rice bag. 
After taking a few steps I seemed to see the face of 
my Lord and to hear a small voice whispering in my 
ear asking why I had forsaken the Book. I tried to 
return to the place where I left my Bible, but I 
hesitated. I hesitated several times before I made up 
my mind to keep my Bible, even though I might be 
killed because of the Book. So I picked up the Book, 
which was by now a little wet. I put it in my bosom 
and pressed it hard. I put it back into my rice bag 
again and started to walk down the mountain. As I 
went, a sudden fear crept into my heart. I might be 
caught if I walked erect, so I began to crawl, but 
after a few minutes crawling I stood up, because it 
was too hard to crawl. Then I crawled again, for the 
fear of being caught was so great. In this way I man- 
aged to come down the mountainside. 

The village I reached was a famous place. During 
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the last war, when the Japanese forced Christian 
to worship their emperor, many Christians came t 
this village to hide. They built a chapel and lived 
pious life. There were still a few families living there 
All of them were Christians. I settled with one of th 
families, who were remote relatives. But under th 
circumstances it was difficult to put confidence eve 
in a relative. Communists were able to entice peopl 
to betray their own relatives. The possession of th 
Bible began to worry me again. If the Book should k 
taken away by the Communists, I would never 
able to replace it and I then would not be able 
read the Word of my Lord forever. 

This thought drove me to despair. I went to th 
foot of the mountain, where there was a bush. | 
scratched the ground a little bit and made_a little 
cave with stones. I put my beloved Bible in the cay 
and covered it with a stone carefully and returnec 
to my place. At sunset I formed the custom of going 
to the bush, opening the little cave and taking the 
Book out to read it very cautiously. It made my hear: 
leap. One day when it was raining hard, I bee 


the bush and took the Book out. It had already ie 


t 


wet. I knew not where to hide it. I prayed for a whi 
I carried it in my bosom and came back to the famil : 
where I was living. I found an earthen jar where the 
family kept their flour. I thought it would be <n 
hide my Book in the jar. I dug up the flour and placed 
the Book inside and covered it with flour, but alas, " 
was found a few days later by the housewife. She got 
mad at me and cursed me, saying, ‘‘You should —_ 
Jesus when the Republic of Korea might come ba 
again, but not now and in my house.” I prayed my 
Lord to remember all my sufferings. A few days at 
the searching hands of Communists reached this 
small village. They began to seize Christians. I had to 
leave. I put my baby on my back and wrapped m 
Bible and hymn-book in swaddling clothes. 
I went back to the fishing village where I had 
stayed before. When I had left the village about ten 
days before, it was a buzzing, busy place, but now it 
was desolate and lonely. Even the people were differ- 
ent. ‘hey were rather hostile to each other. I did not 
eat even one spoon of rice in three days. I began to 
have bitter thoughts. It would be better if I should 
die. If I did not know Jesus, I would be better off. 
Terrible thoughts! But they disappeared soon, and. 
my concern now was how to hide my Bible. I hid my 
Bible in ‘‘a-kwong,” which is the Korean word for a 
fire-burning hole under the stone floor. 
For myself, I got into a foxhole to hide. But even 
the foxhole was not safe. I was finally discovered 
and taken to the police station. When I got there, the 


MARCH 1953 


Communists began to inquire why I became Christi- 
an. I did not answer. They asked me again, “You be- 
eve in Jesus, because you like to be a spy for Ameri- 
fans and Syngman Rhee. Do you not?” I told them 
shat Jesus lived before the Americans and Syngman 
Rhee came to be. They cursed me again and asked 
me whether I believed in God or not. I answered 
hat I believed in God because there is heaven and 
arth which are the creations of God. They shouted 
mt me saying, “The universe existed by the power of 
mature but not by the power of God. First of all, 
there is no God.” They continued to shout that the 
thurch leaders extracted blood and grease out of the 
populace to fatten themselves and that the Bible is 


nothing but a bunch of lies. They told me that if I 
had the Book, I should bring it to them. I told them 
that I did not have the Book. They released me and 
I returned home until they would call me again. 

I returned to my home and took the Bible out of 
“a-kwong.” I took my baby on my back again and 
left, carrying the Bible in the rice bag. I went to 
another small island where there was only one house. 
When I landed on the shore, I found that the Com- 
munist army was leaving. I asked a man why they 
were leaving. He told me that Pusan had fallen, so 
they were going there to keep peace. I was in despair; 
but three days later I saw a boat coming toward 
the island, flying the ROK flag. I was saved at last. 


‘The Hankul Bible Is Officially Welcomed 


About fifty persons were present, Christians and non- 
Christians. ‘The Minister of Education is a Buddhist. In 


offering his congratulations on behalf of his department, 
he confessed how envious he was that the Christians kept 
abreast of the modern requirements of the people by pro- 
ducing their beautiful book in the modern linguistic form, 


ee all the vicis- 
situdes that have 
marked the production of 
the Korean Bible in the 
new Hankul spelling, 
which began in 1948, the 
first 3,000 copies were 


printed in Pusan and put © oe: 

Mr. Ahn Sang Hahn, National 
Assemblyman and chairman of the 
1952. Clear proofs of Committee on Education and So- 


this edition were flown to tal Welfare, offers his congratu- 
lations 


on sale about October 1, 


Japan, where by photo- 

graphic offset editions of 

the Bible in four different 

sizes, including a large pulpit Bible, were produced. Tite 
appearance of these Bibles was signalized by a public 
‘meeting held under the auspices of the National Christian 
Council of Korea, the Council of Christian Education 
‘and the Christian Literature Society. 
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The Minister of Education con- 
gratulates the Korean Bible Society 


while the Buddhists could not 
even make one reprint of 
their old classics in any form. . 
In congratulating the Korean 
Bible Society, he wished to 
stress that as Minister of Edu- 
cation he was aware of the 
profound influence of the 
Hankul Bible on the cultural 
as well as the religious devel- 
opment of Korea. 


Bishop Hying ki Lew of the 
Korean Methodist’ Church, an 
authority on Hankul, expresses his 
pleasure 


Producing a Bible Under Pressure 


HE sTORY of the Hankul Bible is one full of drama, 
tee sacrifice, as recounted in the story by 
Secretary James C. F. Robertson in the January 1952 
issue of the Record. When the books finally came from 
the press last fall at about the same time that the first 
shipment of 160,000 copies of the [lustrated Gospel of 
Luke arrived from the United States, the Bible became 
for a time one of the chief topics of conversation in Pusan, 
Seoul, Taegu and other centers to which shipments were 
made. 

The Hankul Bible is the first complete Bible manu- 
factured in Korea since the invasion of June 1950. A 
stock of thousands of Korean Bibles in the old spelling 
was lost when the Bible House in Seoul was destroyed 
in the early months of the present war, and there has 
been a great dearth of Bibles ever since. 

The accompanying pictures tell a little of the story 
of the publishing of the Hankul Bible, 3,000 copies of 
which were printed between April 1 and September 25, 
1952. Under the pressure of war and the fear that the 


Secretary Im recounts the story of the preparation, preserva- 
tion and ultimate production of the Korean Bible in the 
Hankul spelling 


Binders put “back straps” on the new Hankul Bibles 


Communist armies might again overrun the country, the 
work involved in getting the Bible out was done in siz 
months, whereas under normal circumstances it woulc 
have taken twice that long. As Secretary Im put it, “Ii 
was felt that one second was as precious as one drop o: 


blood.” 


The Hankul Bibles receive their finishing touches 


A group of Korean pastors visit the Bible House in Pusan 
to inspect the new Hankul Bibles and the Illustrated 
Korean Gospel of Luke 


ee 
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Mr. Jusaburo Taguchi is a former 

aptain of a large vessel belonging 
0 a great steamship company of 
saka, Japan. He sailed the seven 
eas for forty years. With the out- 
oreak of the war in 1941, owing to 
he shortage of commercial shipping, 
e took work ashore. When the war 
was over he responded to the call 
from the Japan Bible Society for 
colporteurs. 

While Mr. Taguchi was still a sea 
captain hg organized a seamen’s 
mission and engaged in evangelistic 
work among sailors. 

Mr. Taguchi also serves as a mem- 
ber of the Eiko Church, the largest 
church in Kobe, whose pastor, Rev. 
Soji Saito, is a member of the Board 
of Managers of the Japan Bible So- 
ciety. Mr. Taguchi has established a 
small Bible bookstore at the corner 
of the church. His wife is also an 
earnest Christian and president of 


Mr. Taguchi 


Works the Waterfront 


the Women’s Society of the Eiko 
Church. 

In the accompanying pictures and 
the one on the cover Mr. Taguchi is 
seen at work in the harbors of Osaka 


and Kobe, where he distributes hun- 
dreds of Scripture volumes: among 
seafaring men, whose needs, tempta- 
tions and viewpoint on life he knows 
so well. 


The Mortensens Released! 


De, Ralph Mortensen 


With joy we report that Dr. and Mrs. 
Ralph Mortensen are safely out of China, 
having reached Hongkong January 26. 
For nearly two years they waited for the 
Communist Government’s permission to 
leave. Early in 1951 Dr. Mortensen turned 
over the administration of the China Bible 
House to Dr. Baen Lee, the new Secretary, 
and applied for his visa. But hostility to 
Americans and unfounded charges by 
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disaffected employees held it up. The 
Mortensens spent their long wait in many 
good works. Dr. Mortensen preached fre- 
quently in English-speaking churches and 
brought pastoral service to many in the 
foreign community. They are in good 
health, and after a happy reunion with 
their family (daughter Margaret is in 
America) and a furlough, a new assign- 
ment will await them. 


he 


The Gospel of | 


Kindergarten children, before they can read, begin to absorb the These are the children in the home of the manager of the Korear 
Bible story from the Illustrated Gospel of Luke Bible Society. The Illustrated Gospel simplifies the problem of 
family Bible study 


_ 


AS the time the schools opened in the 
city of Pusan, Korea last fall, the first 
160,000 of the 506,000 copies of the Illus- 
trated Gospel of Luke in Korean had been de- 
livered from the United States. They were 
printed in the new Hankul spelling, which is 
now the standard form of writing the language. 
(See article in the Bible Society Record, January 
1953, p- 5.) Of the reception of these books 
Secretary James C. F. Robertson. wrote on 
December 16: 


Never in all my experience have I seen a Bible 


Society edition so eagerly sought for. Never have 


These boys are reading one of the many announcements of the 
availability of the Illustrated Luke in Hankul, which are diss 
played in prominent places in Korean cities 


Lhe open-air bookstalls display Bibles also. The Bible is one 


"bo 1 Using the Illustrated Gospel of Luke in a Sunday- 
of the principal books available in the Hankul spelling : Be ae 


Invades Korea 


ew nite ts injected into the sSiaihiy schools by the use of the The new Gospel, being one of the first books using the new 
Illustrated Gospel Hankul spelling, 1s used as a textbook in this Government 
middle school 
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I seen a Gospel in so many bookstores as our IIlus- 
rated Luke in Pusan, Seoul and Taegu. 

It would be quite truthful to say that there is 
mot a bookshop of any size in Pusan that does not 
display our Scriptures, especially Illustrated Luke. 
iin addition to the bookstalls and shops, hawkers 

arry them around everywhere. We have certainly 
given everyone in Pusan something to talk about. 

It was aygrand experience for me to be in Pusan 
vhen our new publications, the Hankul Pulpit 
Bible and Illustrated Luke, were offered for sale 
the first time. 

The pictures on these pages substantiate the 

uth of Mr. Robertson’s statements. 


The Illustrated Gospel attracts young people when they see it 
displayed at open-air bookstalls 


A teacher in a Government Middle School explains the new The children in the Primary Government Schools also use the 
ey Illustrated Gospel of Luke in Hankul,” new Gospel 
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An Eighteen-Hour Bible-Reading 
Service 


Our hearty congratulations go to Rev. Robert B. 
Alexander, pastor of the Methodist Churches of 
Spring Hill and Bucyrus, Kansas. For the twelfth 
time he has conducted in the parish he serves a 
special Bible Sunday program of reading the whole 
New Testament through in a single service lasting 
eighteen hours. In recent years he conducted the 
reading among French and Italian coal miners on a 
Home Mission station. 

Never before, however, was it done so elaborately 
and impressively as on this past Bible Sunday at the 
Spring Hill Church. Mr. Alexander has always im- 
parted to the program an atmosphere of solemn joy 
and has succeeded in avoiding the carnival spirit 
which so easily dominates such occasions. 


On either side of the platform may be seen the settings for 
the pantomimes 


‘The 1952 service was enriched by ten pantomimes 
accompanying the readings at such points as the Na- 
tivity, Jesus blessing little children, the Crucifixion, 
the parables of the Good Samaritan and the Prodigal 
Son and the conversion of St. Paul. Seventy-two 
persons participated in the reading, each occupying 
about fifteen minutes. All the reading had been care- 
fully rehearsed. 

It was a bitterly cold night, with snow driven by a 
high north wind. Mr. Alexander writes, ‘‘We had al- 
most despaired of having any out. But for the first 
time in my twelve experiences I found the church 
full before the service began at 3 a.m. In fact, it 
was the first of my services to begin late, the reason 
for the delay being that Mrs. Alexander could find 
no way to get the choirs through the crowd for 
the processional.” 

The offerings at these Bible Sunday readings have 
always gone to the American Bible Society. The 
amount this year was $130. The gifts have been desig- 
nated to supply New Testaments for service men, 
thus making over 2,000 available. 
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Something Worth Trying 


Churchpeople sometimes 
complain about the too-_ 
frequent passing of the col- 
lection plate. But they nev- 
er complain about hearing 
the Bible read, reading it 
for themselves or sharing it 
with others. One purpose 
for which the collection 
plate is passed in many 
churches is to take up an 
offering for the American Bi- 
ble Society’s works, so that 
those without the Scrip- 
tures may have them. One 
resourceful pastor, who 
ministers to two rural churches in Illinois, has hit 
upon a way to avoid the collection plate, encourage 
Bible reading and help share the Bible with others 
through the Bible Society. Here is the way he did it. 
He laid in a supply of the Bible Society’s Illustrated 
Gospel of Luke and Illustrated Book of The Acts; 
which in quantities of 50 or more cost only six cents 
apiece. Let him tell the rest of the story: 

I told the people the week before that I'd give the two 
handsome booklets to anyone who’d give me a quarter 
or more for the Bible Society. Just before the morning 
worship in both churches I displayed the books and, with 
the help of two men to distribute and collect, in about 
three minutes in each church we passed out the books and 
raked in the quarters, half-dollars and dollars, to a total of 
sixteen dollars above the cost of the books. 


She Good) News 


E-GOSPEL GESAINT LUKE 


Tip cover of the Illustrated 
Gospel of Luke 


Edgar Bergen Helped | 


Miss Ella M. DeWitt of Syracuse, New York received 
Christmas greeting that brought tears, but they were 
tears of joy. One Sunday night she was kept from churelil 
because of illness. She snapped on her radio. It was tune 
to the Edgar Bergen show, and presently the annOURgaE 
ment was made that Mr. Bergen would be the Christmas 
Santa Claus of the entertainment world this year, poling 
to the various military hospitals of the United States. Ie 
was announced that small gifts might be contributed, _ 
which in turn would be given to service men. 

Miss DeWitt thought of some extra Christmas-gr eeting 
Gospels that she had left over after she had sent some to 
her friends. She sent them on to Mr. Bergen and hear 
no more about them until she received a Christmas greet- 
ing from Corp. Garland C. Keene, a patient at Fitz Army 
Hospital. This was the greeting that brought her tears, 
for on it was an expression of appreciation for a little Gospel _ 
that had been placed in that soldier’s hands by an out-— 
standing member of the entertainment world. 

How many times these little Gospels have become a 
biti, to someone in a far place, and how important it is 

* Christians to remember that they can indeed add 


wings to the Word if they accept every opportunity ‘om 
Christian witness. 


ee Pe CWP Se a. 
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One Hundred Returned with Thanks ue 17:15 


BY W. H. FONGER, 
Secretary, Philippines Moen 


The day after Thanksgiving I received at our office 
in Manila this letter, signed by the pastor of a little 
church on the Island Culion in the Calamian 
Archipelago to the’ southwest of Manila: 


Enclosed please find a check amounting to one hundred 
sixty-four pesos and forty-five centavos, about $82, our 
Thanksgiving offering for this year, which we are again 
giving as a gift to the American Bible Society, as we had 
done before to help in the propagation of the Gospel in 
our country. We are trusting and praying that this little 


‘amount will be like the few breads in the hands of our 


Almighty Saviour, that we be able to feed thousands of 


hungry souls. 


Py 


Nothing extraordinary about the letter except its 
source. It came from the church inside the Leper 
Colony of Culion. The church has done this for many 
years. We have, of course, sent many Bibles there 
for free distribution through the years. 

On inquiry I found that this is a congregation of 
only about a hundred members, all of whom are 


So wrote a pas- 
tor in a letter to 
the families in his 
congregation, in- 
viting them tosee 
‘Bible on the 
Table,” a sound- 
motion picture 

F a | . available from 

A scene from ‘Bible on the Table’? the Society. Itisa 
practical, down-to-earth episode in the lives of two Chris- 
tian families, only one of which practices daily family 
worship. “Bible on the Table” should be seen by every 
American family. It may be effectively shown at evening 
church services, Sunday-school sessions, P.T.A. meetings 
and elsewhere, to encourage daily family worship. 

- The following remarks made by users of this film speak 
for themselves: 


An excellent film . . . wish all of our congregation had been 
present to see it. 
Trinity Presbyterian Church, Alcoa, Tennessee 
This film has a wonderful message and everyone was helped 


by it. 


Fountain Place Methodist Church, Burlington, N.C. 

Splendid! Very true-to-life situation in relation to family 
worship. 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Brooklyn, New York 

Very good acting, but especially a wonderful message, inter- 
estingly portrayed, of the importance of the Bible in the home, 

Emmanuel Evangelical United Brethren Church, 
Menomonee Falls, Wisconsin 
One of the finest films we have ever seen. 
Christian Church, Bloomfield, Iowa 
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lepers. The pastor, Celestino L. Flores, who signed 
the letter, was a leper but has been declared negative. 
But inasmuch as his wife is also a leper, he has re- 
mained in Culion to be with her and to minister to 
the congregation there. Missionaries tell me that 
one rarely if ever sees spiritual devotion like that 
manifested by this congregation. 

I am always wondering how they happen to have 
any money, and find that all of those who can are al- 
lowed to work at gardening and furniture-making 
and sewing, and that the things they produce the 
colony purchases and uses in the colony itself; that 
is, the government administration of the colony gives 
the lepers this opportunity to make a little money. 
We therefore feel. this is something much out of 
the ordinary, when a group of lepers, perhaps not 
more than a hundred in all, send this amount of 
money as a Thanksgiving offering to the Bible So- 
ciety for the help which they feel they have received 
from the Scriptures. 


“This Film Could Very Easily Alter Your Life? a 


Bible on the Table is a 16mm. sound film in black and 
white, twenty-eight minutes long. By arrangement. with 
the producer it is available at the rental price of $8; how- 
ever, offerings exceeding this amount will be gratefully 
received by the Society and used in its on-going program 
of encouraging the use of the Scriptures. 

ORDER BLANK 

1, Please order well in advance and indicate 1st and 2nd 

choice of dates. 

2. Your order will be confirmed promptly. 

3. User is expected to pay the $8 rental fee and postage both 

ways. 

4. A booking covers the use of this film for a 24-hour period 

at one location. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY: 
Please send me BIBLE ON THE TABLE for use on: 


Date (1st choice) (2nd choice) 


EOL DEaUSeCltaemue i, ctl. Wiens wearer ee tae Wt apa tte ah eae 


o) 00b 0) |e? 8L6.'e ene) 0 6 Jar 's) ele a) © ye) id ee) @ ere lenerenel 


Ordered by 
ATICSELIETO MF aesntnnehaie: cis Gr 8 apatnln CL are rile 


ay O16 e006 6) 6 Sle, ale 0 3 00) cunye) ee eis) ele) @ bp oe ClbienD) 


Address 
[| |Check here for catalog of free-loan films and other visual 
materials. Detach blank and send to: AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, 
Visual Materials Dept., 45 Astor Place, New York 3, New York. 
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Pap Kaya Purpa Nuet... 


BY MARGARET T. HILLS 


Early in January of 1952 there reached the San 
Blas Indians, who live on islands off the eastern 
coast of Panama, little red-covered books entitled 
“Pap Kaya Purpa Nuet San Markokos Soiksatti,” 
which were Gospels of Mark in their own language— 
the first part of the Bible in a language they really 
understood. In school the children are taught in 
Spanish, which is practically a foreign language for 
them. They are taught in Sunday school to read 
this Gospel so that they can carry it to their par- 
ents, who in many cases have not learned to read. 
It has been reported that children in the third 
grade are reading it at home to their parents and 
that children in the sixth grade can read it with 
considerable fluency. When one of the missionaries, 
himself a San Blas Indian, with a group of Christian 
companions recently visited one of the islands where 
they had been coldly received a year ago but which 
islanders had been urging the missionaries to re- 
visit, he had the following experience: 

At the Congress Hall we were warmly received and 
hospitably offered food and drink. Then Claudio was es- 
corted to several homes to treat the sick. When he re- 
turned presently to the hall, this was the astonishing sight 
that met his eyes: the First Chief lay in his hammock of 
state, listening gravely while one of our schoolboys sat 
reading to him from the Gospel of Mark; by the Second 
Chief sat another of our boys reading, and another by the 
Third. Claudio smiled to himself, went to take more 
medicine to the ailing; and when he returned, again found 
the chiefs still listening to the Good News—the wonderful 
news in their own language, as read by three second- 
graders. 

These are the treasures of the islands, these young lives. 
When the school-bell rings—that is to say, when someone 

_bangs briskly on the old empty bottled-gas tank—eighty 
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These children are members of a Sunday school in 
Osaka, Japan. On Bible Sunday they prepared a special 
exhibit to which was attached a decorative offering box. 
After the school session closed, they removed the box 
and invited others to contribute. The result: a record 
Bible Sunday offering. 


~“- 


freshly bathed and combed youngsters come running with 
notebook and pencil along the sandy path. On Sundays, 
double that number crowd the benches morning and | 
night to sing and to learn “‘God’s Way.” ; 


distribution in Japan adequately manned, occasional 
colporteurs’ conferences for training and counsel are 
held. This picture was taken on October 8, 1952 at 
the Colporteurs’ Conference held in Kyoto. Rev. 
Tsunetaro Miyakoda, Secretary of the Japan Bible 
Society, is speaking. Seated beside him is Mr. Douglas 
Lancashire, recently appointed to the Hongkong Bible 
House, who happened to be in Japan at the time. 


Free Leaflets for Children . 


This is of special interest to Daily Vacation Bible Schools 
and Sunday schools 

Here is a way you can help send God’s Word to 
Japan, Korea, Brazil, the Philippines and to other 
countries where the American Bible Society is work= 
ing. : 
You can help the Society in its big program of sup= 
plying pocket Testaments to service men and women. 
You can help blind boys and girls with books in 
Braille. A Braille Bible in 20 large volumes costs $60, 
or $3 per volume. The entire Bible is also available 
for the blind on 170 Talking Book records and costs 
$170, or $1 per record. t 
We have leaflets prepared for children and young” 
people, telling of these needs. These leaflets attrac- 


tively printed in color have these titles: : 
Something to Cheer Him Up (Service Men) 
The Bible That Rode on a Sled (Blind) ; 
They Won’t Feel Lost Now (Japan) | 
Two Korean Boys (Korea) : 
God So Loved the World (Worldwide) 
A Great Book for a Great Republic (Brazil) 
A Fisherboy’s Lunch (General) 


Daily Bible Readings for Children. 

Send for sample copies of these leaflets. When you 
have examined them, choose a project for your 
school or class and order the quantity required. 
There is no charge. Address American Bible Society, 


Churches Dept. 10, 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, 
ING 
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MEMBERS’ FORUM 


[Annual Membership in the Society is secured through 
a gift of $5 or more for the carrying on of its work. 
The Society also provides for Life Membership, Life 
Directorship and Memorial Membership. Particulars 
will be sent on request. The editors welcome corre- 
spondence from members and devote this page in each 
issue to that purpose. ] 


From Brooklyn, New York: 

_ Inmemory of my husband, friends are sending the 
enclosed amount ($5) for Bibles wherever they are 
most needed. 

I find the Bzble Soctety Record most interesting. 


From Three Rivers, Michigan: 

Wish the Record were larger. Just received mine 
this morning and I could not stop until I had read it 
through. 


From Allentown, Pennsylvania: 

TA Japanese friend who was a pupil of mine many 
years ago in Sendai, Japan sent me as a Christmas 
gift from his home in California a Postal Money 
Order for $5. 

I decided that the best thing to do with this sacri- 
ficial gift of gratitude would be to send it to the 
American Bible Society to be used for the sending of 
Bibles to Japan. 

I know that this will give me more pleasure than 
buying a”gift for myself with the money. I have 
written to my friend that I want to use the money 
in this way. 

From Ashville, New York: 

I am enclosing ten dollars to be used in furthering 
your work. 

I have just returned from the Army and saw many 
of your tracts and Scriptures while overseas in the 
Korean theater. 


From Sheffield, Alabama: 

_My son, who is chaplain in Linz and Salzburg, 
Austria, has written of your wonderful gift of Bibles 
to a mission he is helping and how very appreciative 
those poor people are. He is trying to get some 
money to buy a house for them to worship in. Please 
pray this may be done. Enclosed find a small gift 
for your work. 


From Memphis, Tennessee: 

I wish Bible Society Record were published every 
week. I read and reread each copy until the next 
one comes. It gives such a complete survey of the 
work you are doing. You have my daily prayer. 
Please use the enclosed check for sending Gospel 
portions and New Testaments to foreign fields, trans- 
lated into their own languages. 
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From somewhere in Korea: 


I wish to thank you for the wonderful work you are 
doing. I feel that I am really in a position to know 
what a terrific job you are doing, too, since I am a 
member of the Army. 

Today being Bible Sunday, I feel that I would like 
to show my appreciation of your work by a small 
Christmas love-gift offering. 

Good luck to you in the coming year in providing 
such a large bridge for the Lord’s work by providing 
free Bibles and literature. 


From San Antonio, Texas: 


Enclosed find $2. Please set my subscription for- 
ward one year for the Bible Society Record. I do not 
know when my time is out but do not want to miss a 
copy. I love this good Record. I pray daily for your 
good work. 


From Paw Paw, West Virginia: 


Your recent letter should have been answered long 
ago, but we had a bad drought in this section and 
were not sure how we would come out. However, we 
are getting along better than we expected, and I am 
glad to invest in the work of the Bible Society. I am 
in my eighty-fifth year and must say I have never 
seen as much need of the Bible, and especially the 
Golden Rule and the Ten Commandments. May the 
Lord bless your work. 


From Kent, Ohio: 


I am sending my yearly offering for Bibles for 
your distribution. This makes the seventh year that 
I have sent $25 for the work. I consider it the most 
needed work for our people. I hope that many others 
will realize its importance. 


From Woodruff, South Carolina: 


Enclosed find check for $5 that I’m sending you 
instead of a floral offering at the funeral of my 
husband’s nephew. 

I am always glad to contribute “‘my bit’ to the 
work of the American Bible Society. I consider it 
the greatest evangelizing agency in the world, and 
my daily prayer is that God’s blessing may rest 
upon all engaged in the work of distributing God’s 
Word to His world. 


From Hastings, Nebraska: 


I was so thrilled, my heart warmed when I read 
in the Record for January about Chaplain Robert 
McMillan and his work on Hill 114 with the Marines, 
and how he wants more Bibles. I said that by the 
Grace of God I, too, want to send out God’s blessed’ 
Word of Life to those dear boys, so P’ll send $5 to 
the American Bible Society to help you to send the 
Bibles. Yours is a blessed, God-given work. 
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DAILY BIBLE READINGS 


MARCH 
Day Book Chapter Day Book Chapter 
1 Sunday, 16 Matthew = 19:1-15 
Deuteronomy 5:1-21 17 Matthew 19:16-30 
2 Leviticus 18 Matthew  20:1-16 
16:7-10, 20-22 19 Matthew 20:17-34 
Leviticus 27:30-34 20 Matthew 22:1-22 


3 Numbers 13:17-33 21 Matthew 22:23-46 
5 Numbers 15:14-16 22 Sunday, 
6 
7 
8 


Matthew 13:1-30 Matthew 23:1-22 
Matthew 13:31-58 23 Matthew 23:23-39 
Sunday, 24. Matthew 24:1-28 
Matthew I4:1-21 25 Matthew 24:29-51 


g Matthew 14:22-36 26 Matthew 25:1-13 
10 Matthew  15:1-20 27 Matthew 25:14-30 
11 Matthew 15:21-39 28 Matthew 25:31-46 
12 Matthew 16:1-28 29 Palm Sunday, 
Matthew 


13. Matthew 17:1-27 By I-54: 
14 Matthew 18:1-20 30 Matthew 21:15-32 
15 Sunday, 31 Matthew 21:33-46 
Matthew 18:21-35 
* > 


A Ready Reference History of 
the English Bible 

The Society has just revised and 
brought up to date its well-known book- 
let entitled “A Ready Reference History 
of the English Bible,” first published in 
1935. It is a book that every busy pastor, 
Sunday-school teacher and Bible student 
should have. The price, covering only 
the cost of printing, handling and mailing, 
is 25 cents. Send orders to Publicity De- 
partment, American Bible Society, 450 
Park Ave., New York 22, N. Y. 


* x 


“God’s Word in Man’s Language” 


There is nothing more basic to the suc- 
cess of the world mission of the Church 
than providing the Scriptures in the lan- 
guages of the people. Until recently the 
thrilling story of how the translating of 
the Bible has been going on from the days 
of the Apostles has never been told in 
popular form. Now you can read it and 
read, too, about the struggles of today’s 
missionaries as they wrestle with strange 
tongues; you can read it, as it is fascinat- 
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Scriptures for Refugees s 
Through many different channels the American Bible Society supplies 
Scriptures to displaced persons and refugees in various parts of Europe. - 
Many of these have been Russian Bibles sent out as a result of an advertise- * 4 
ment carried occasionally in a Paris Russian-language newspaper. : 
In the accompanying picture Dr. Eugen Freigang of Bremen is shown 
with a group of refugees gathered at Baptist House in Kassel, Germany, to ; 
whom he had supplied Scriptures donated by the American Bible Society. _. 


ingly told by Secretary Eugene A. Nida 
in his new book, ‘‘God’s Word in Man’s 
Language.” This book should be in every 
minister’s library and in the library of 
every church and Sunday school. It can 
be secured for $2.50 by sending remit- 
tance to The Publicity Department, 
American Bible Society, 450 Park Ave- 
nue, New York 22, N. Y. 


* x 


The Norwegian Bible Society was 
founded in the same year as the Ameri- 
can Bible Society—1816. Its last report, 
covering the Society’s 136th year, records 
notable progress. Scripture publishing 
increased 88 percent above the previous 
year, 1950. This was largely due to the 
appearance of a new edition of the Gos- 
pel of St. Mark. There was a great de- 
mand also for better editions of the Bible, 
25,000 copies being distributed in 1951 
against 2,000 in 1950. Before the year 
closed, a milestone was passed by the 
distribution of the five-millionth volume 
since the Society’s founding, 

Hospitals and prisons were made free 
grants of New Testaments. For refugees 
in Norway the Society provided Bibles in 
Russian, Polish, Hungarian, Serbian, 
Lithuanian and Ukrainian. 

The total distribution for the year was 
29,119 Bibles, 78,571 Testaments and 
59,153 Portions, a total of 166,843 vol- 
umes. Congratulations! 


bk x 


Mr. James L. Kraft, who has been a 
Vice President of the American Bible 
Society since 1926, was given the annual 


Gutenberg Award by the Chicago Bib: 
Society for 1952, made each year f 
“outstanding service in the spread 
the Gospel.” Hearty congratulations! 


* * 


January Meeting of the Board 


A meeting of the Board of Managers 
of the American Bible Society in its oné 
hundred and thirty-seventh year was 
held at the Bible House, 450 Park Ave 
nue, New York 22, on January 8, 1953 
at 3:30 p.m., President Daniel Burke, 
LL.D., in the Chair. 

Devotional exercises were conducted 
by Secretary Holmgren. 

Bishop Frederick B. Newell was elected” 
a ministerial member of the Board and 
assigned to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

L. K. Hall, Ph.D., was elected a Man- 
ager and assigned to the Committee on 
Publication. 4 

A grant of fifteen tons of paper for the 
printing and distribution of Hungarian 
Scriptures was authorized. 

Reports on circulation of the cual 


tures in the West Indies and in Central 
America during 1952 show an increase 
over the previous year as presented to 
the Board. An increase in distribution 
was also reported in Venezuela, Colom- 
bia, Chile, Bolivia, Argentina, Uruguay, 
Paraguay and Brazil. In Thailand there 
was a considerable increase in distribu-_ 
tion during 1952. 

A first-edition copy of the Small Vol-_ 
ume of Scripture Passages in German 
Braille for the Blind was presented. : 
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Foreign Agencies 
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Bangkok 

Hong Kong—Rev. David McGavin, 304 Gloucester Bldg. 

Japan Bible Society—Mr. T. Miyakoda, General Secre- 
tary, Bible House, Tokyo Kyobashi, P.O. Box 6, 
Tokyo 

Korean Bible Society—Rev. Young Bin Im, General 
Secretary, 5, 1-Ka Taekyo-Ro, Pusan 


State Bible Societies Cooperating with the American Bible Society } 

Connecticut—Rev. John W. Osberg, 210 Pearl St., Hartford 3 

Rhode Island—Rev. Arthur B. Mercer, 144 Westminster St., Providence 3 
Maryland—Rey. E. C. Powers, D.D., 9 E. Franklin St., Baltimore 2 


AMERICAN 
BIBLE 


"The Gest lavestment 
of them al/” 


That is what a prominent attorney recently 
remarked about an American Bible Society 
Annuity Agreement found among the papers 
of a client. It so happened he himself was 
heavily invested in American Bible Society 
Annuity Agreements. Many lawyers and busi- 
ness men are—for these excellent reasons: 


SAFETY: Full reserve of all annuity gifts are 
maintained. Payments to annuitants have 
been made regularly for more than 100 years. 


SECURITY: Steady income (as high as 7%) 


begins immediately, never varies, is guaranteed 
for life, and is partially tax exempt. 


SATISFACTION: All profits from this enterprise 
go to help a single, unchanging, essential 
Christian Cause—vital to all Christian denom- 
inations—the worldwide distribution of the 


Bible in all languages “without note or com- 
ment.” 


Send today for the interesting FREE booklet, 
“A Gift That Lives,” which tells how you can 
give and receive generously at the same time. 
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i Mail AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY I 
Pits 450 Park Avenue, New York 22. N.Y. I 

I Coupon : 
1 Today Please send me without obligation your booklet 533BSR entitled, 4 Git I 
1 Without That Lives. I 
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